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ITôS THE 2010 

CAMP MATTATUCK PROGRAM GUIDE!  

 

 This guide will help you plan for your unit's week at summer camp.  We hope you'll take 

this occasion to read it and familiarize yourself with the program and opportunities available so 

you can better answer your scouts' and parents' questions. There are a number of changes, so 

look carefully.  You'll find all the programs we will offer this summer listed inside.  The staff is 

at camp to serve, so if you don't see what your unit is looking for, ask us about it at the Tuesday 

night Program Planning Meeting, which is held the week before you come to camp. 

 

 Units will definitely need to prepare their scouts before camp by reviewing requirements, 

counseling on merit badges (beware of the new/changed requirements in merit badges), and 

going over their personal equipment list. Camp is in good shape and we look forward to meeting 

the needs of your scouts, patrols, and troop in 2010.  We can be found on the Internet through 

www.campmattatuck.org .  The Council website www.ctrivers.org also has a number of 

resources including forms, check them out. 

 

Our summertime contact information is: 

Camp Mattatuck 

221 Mt Tobe Rd. 

Plymouth, CT 06782 

Tel 860-283-9577    Fax 860-283-9577 

 

Our Camp Director, Chris Moon, can be reached at  

(860) 597-4339 or usagymct@aol.com year-round 

 

Yours in Scouting, 

 

The Camp Mattatuck Staff 

 

 

 

PS Our program staff has been working hard all winter on this yearôs program . . . 

 

http://www.ctrivers.org/
http://www.ctrivers.org/
mailto:usagymct@aol.com
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Highlight ed Items for 2010 

 

New BSA Medical Form 
As of January 1, 2010, everyone must use the new BSA Medical form No. 34605. All scouts and 

adults regardless of age must have an annual medical evaluation by a licensed health care 

provider. It is no longer acceptable to use any other physical form. It must be the current BSA 

Medical form. In addition, the State of Connecticut also requires that the ñAuthorization of 

Medicationò Form is completed. These can both be found at www.campmattatuck.org under 

ñDownloadsò. 

Gateway Contest 
Each week there will be a contest in your campsite. Who can build the best gateway into your 

campsite? Use your scout skills. Be creative. Keep it safe.  Bring materials from home so you are 

prepared to show us your best. 

 

Weekly Water Carnival 
Each week will have a Water Carnival. Scouts from each troop will be competing in boating, 

canoeing and swimming events. Awards for each event will be given out to individual scouts 

rather than the unit. 
 

Merit Badge Changes 
 

The Merit Badge schedule has a few small changes as requested by our leaders.  Some of the 

merit badges have been moved out of the 4:00 time slot out to allow for Scouts to earn Merit 

Badges yet still enjoy open swimming, boating, archery, rifle, climbing or biking. 

 

Mattatuck Adventure Treks 
The Adventure Treks were exceptionally popular and are back again. They are for 

scouts 13 and older. 

Activities Include: 
Geocaching, Underwater Orienteering, Rock Climbing and 

Rappelling, Extreme Mountain Biking, Whitewater Trip  
See page 16 for details 

$100 DISCOUNT FOR A SECOND WEEK OF CAMP  

 

http://www.campmattatuck.org/
http://campworkcoeman.org/pdf/100_discount.pdf
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Camp Mattatuckôs 

Extreme Adventure Week 
Tired of sitting at home?? Bored of playing the same old video 

game?? 
Get the adrenaline rush from extreme outdoor adventures during 

Camp Mattatuckôs Extreme Adventure Week!!! 
Challenge the heights of the most famous climbing tower in New 

England; navigate tricky whitewater rapids through Satanôs Kingdom, 
ride a bike up, over and down Connecticutôs rolling hills, and much, 

much more over the course of a week!!! 

Activities Include: 
- UNDERWATER ORIENTEERING - 

- EXTREME BIKE TREK - 
- WHITEWATER KAYAKING AND TUBING - 

- C.O.P.E. ROPE COURSES - 
- ROCK CLIMBING ON THE TOWER AND AT THE CLIFFS - 

- SHOTGUN SHOOTING ï GET LAUNCHED OFF OF THE BLOB 
- GEOCACHING - ORIENTEERING 

Extreme Adventure Week- August 1st-7
th

, 2010 
$350 if paid by May 22, 2010, $375 if paid May 22 or later 
It will be your most extreme adventure of the summer!! 

Day trips as well as in-camp activities 
Be surrounded by experienced peers 

Coed, Open to Venturers and Boy Scouts 
Important Details 

Must be at least 13 years of age by August 1, 2010 

 
                     Interested??? 

Contact the Camp Director Chris Moon 
860-597-4339 

221 Mount Tobe Road 
Plymouth, Connecticut 06782 

                           usagymct@aol.com     
 

     
            Excitement, Exhilaration and Adventure are yours.   
                                  Be a part of it all! 
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Camp Mattatuck 2010 Dates and Feesé 

 
Program Summer 2010 Dates Fees 

Boy Scout Resident Camp 

Attending as a unit under its own 

leadership 

Week 1: July 4-10 

Week 2: July 11-17 

Week 3: July 18-24 

Week 4: July 25-31 

Week 5: Aug. 1-7 

Week 6: Aug. 8-14 

$330 if paid by May 22 

$355 if paid May 22 or later 

$40 discount for brothers 

Provisional Boy Scout Camping 

A scout attending without his unit 

and we supply leadership 

Available all 6 weeks  $350 if paid by May 22 

$375 if paid May 22 or later 

$40 discount for brothers 

Camp Mattatuck Extreme 

Adventure Week 

 

August 1-7 350 if paid by May 22 

$375 if paid May 22 or later 

$40 discount for brothers 

Counselor-In-Training (C.I.T.)  Available all sessions with 

application to the program. 

$125 per participant 

 

Scouts attending a Second Week of 

Camp 

Available all sessions $100 discount. 

This special discount can be 

applied to most Connecticut 

Rivers summer camp program. 

Does not apply to the  NYLT 

or CIT programs. 
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Overview 
 

 The Camp . . . Camp Mattatuck is in Plymouth, CT.  Established in 1939, the camp has 

500 acres of land that is home to approximately 2,000 scouts a summer, spread over a 6-week 

period. This includes a Cub Scout Day Camp and a Resident Boy Scout Camp.  The 1100 Boy 

Scouts stay in 2 man wall tents, sleep on beds with mattresses and have 3 square meals served 

daily in the Dining Hall. The camp has its own private lake for swimming, fishing and boating. 

 

 The Staff . . . The Boy Scout staff, of which there are 55, are chosen by Connecticut 

Rivers Council and are highly skilled and trained.  The Boy Scouts of America train department 

directors, as well as the Camp Director, at their National Camping Schools. 

 

 

 

Tuesday Night Meeting . . . There is a pre-camp planning meeting held at camp 

the Tuesday night before your troop's week, 7:30 PM in the Dining Hall.  It's 

exceptionally important that your unit have its summer camp Scoutmaster and 

Senior Patrol Leader there to plan your week's program with our staff.  This way we can be 

prepared for you when you arrive.  A suggestion might be to bring last years program if you still 

have it as a reminder of what did and didnôt work. 

 

Things to bring with you: 

 

1. Your Senior Patrol Leader 

2. Completed medical forms for our Nurse to review (youôll get them back that night) 

3. A typed list of scouts with ages and leader's names (if the leaders are rotating, list 

their names and nights they will be in camp) 

4. Special needs (diets, activities, medical needs, special thing-a-ma-bob, etc.) 

 

 Check-in . . . Check-in starts at 12:45 PM Sunday.  Located in the Pine Grove near the 

north side of the parking lot will be a tree with your troop number on it.  This is where you will  

meet with your unit. Our Staff Guide will be waiting there for you.  Troops will wait there until 

all scouts and their Staff Guide are present.  This will cut down on the confusion. Before going to 

the campsite, the leader must see the Business Manager, he will be sitting at a picnic table in 

front of the Pine Grove, and you will need: 

 

1. An accurate number of scouts and adults in camp.  

 

2. Any changes to the roster handed in on Tuesday including rotation of leaders. 

 

3. Receipts of any previous payments. 

 

4. Any balance due, preferably in one check, made out to ñConnecticut Rivers 

Councilò. 
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 Sunday Afternoon . . . After being guided to the campsite, scouts get into their swim 

trunks and get ready for check-in.  They walk down to the Dining Hall porch, with Medical 

Forms (signed by a doctor and a parent within the last year) in hand for a medical recheck by the 

Camp Nurse.  Remember, beginning January 1. 2010, everyone must have an annual physical 

and use the new BSA Medical Form.  At this time all medication must be turned in to the nurse 

to dispense along with the Troop Medication form (see attached) listing all medications for 

scouts and adults.  After the medical recheck, it's down to the Waterfront for a boating talk, and 

then a swim check.  This check, covering 100 yards consists of òJump into the water feet first 

then swim 100 yards continuously in a strong manner, with 75 yards on your stomach or side and 

25 yards on your back in a resting manner.ò  This check is required for all scouts and leaders 

who wish to go in or on the water. At 4:30 PM the unit leader and Senior Patrol Leader have a 

meeting with the Camp Director and Program Director in the Dining Hall.  It will last about 30 

minutes. 5:50 is flag lowering, followed by dinner at 6:00 with everyone in uniform of course.  

After dinner is the merit badge sign-up for scouts to talk with their counselors.  That evening 

there is a campfire, which all troops must attend, sponsored by the staff to introduce themselves 

and to get the scouts acquainted with camp.  Just prior to the campfire is an orientation for the 

Archery and Rifle ranges. 
 

 A Typical Day . . . The morning starts out with reveille at 7:00 AM, flag raising is at 

7:50, with breakfast at 8:00.  During the morning, the troops attend various activities (see 

program section); Nature hikes, Scoutcraft skill sessions, Archery and Rifle ranges where they 

learn how to shoot safely.  Also during the morning is instructional swimming and boating where 

every scout can improve their skills or learn new ones. Older scouts might find the mountain 

bikes or the weeklong PROJECT COPE program more to their liking.  Newer scouts can work 

on the Outdoor skill requirements for Tenderfoot, Second Class and First Class.  At this time the 

Camp Commissioner is inspecting the campsites and rates them on how clean, neat and safe they 

are.  Lunch is at 12:30 PM followed by more activities including merit badges that run 

throughout the afternoon. 
 

 From 4:00 ï 5:00 there is open swimming and boating, a time for cooling off and fun.  

Sailboats are available all morning and afternoon, especially if adult leaders want to try their 

sailing skills; also available are kayaks and fun-yaks for qualified individuals.  Open shoot at the 

archery and rifle ranges with open climbing at the climbing tower (13 and over) and mountain 

biking (13 and over) are just some of the activities going on now to help everyone have fun.  

5:50 is flag lowering, followed by dinner at 6:00 with everyone in their scout uniform of course.  

After dinner, troops enjoy free time and can do things like water polo, open boating, volleyball, 

the climbing tower, softball, Frisbee, troop campfires, etc.  
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Program Section 
 

 Sunday Night Campfires . . . Starting at 7:30pm in the amphitheater, our Archery and 

Rifle staffs will give short orientations for both ranges followed by the whole staff in a campfire.  

Our Sunday camp-wide campfires are designed to introduce the scouts to the Camp Mattatuck 

Staff.  Each department performs a skit and introduces themselves.  Between these crazy, but 

unique skits, the songs and cheers are sung loud and strong.  This helps energize your scouts for 

the week ahead.  At the end, after things have slowed down, our Camp Director reminds us that 

we are all scouts and can still be reverent and respectful after all the excitement has had its place. 

Prayer Bell is at 9:30 pm and Lights Out is 9:45. 

 

 Parentôs Night . . . Wednesday night is Parent's Night.  Because camp and unit 

programming is going on other times during the week, we ask that visitors and parents only 

come up on Wednesday night.  Parents are invited to come up any time after 5:00 PM.  Picnic 

tables are available in the Picnic Grove on a first come-first serve basis.  Scouts can eat with 

their parents at these tables, but there is only enough room in the dining hall for scouts and 

leaders spending the week. Afterward at 8:00, the scouts and staff put on a camp wide campfire 

for the parents.  Come up and join in on the fun, singing, cheers, stunts, and skits.  You never 

know what lunacy the scouts and staff might be up to. Remember: ñYou're never too old to 

embarrass yourself.ò 

 

 Troop Campfires . . . At each site there is an area provided for Troop Campfires. For any 

troop campfire our staff is always willing to visit your site and join in with your program.  

Maybe your scouts could invite their favorite staff members up for a campfire. It is our hope that 

scouts will cherish the times spent in the company of good friends. Campfires can provide 

memories that last a lifetime. 

 

 Hawaiian Shirt Thursday . . .  Thursday is Hawaiian Shirt day at camp, make sure you 

bring yours! During the morning and afternoon, everyone can wear their loud, colorful shirt 

throughout camp. 
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 Youth Protection . . . For adults, Youth Protection Training is offered on-line by the 

National Council any time year round. www.olc.scouting.org) Please take this training at home 

so that you can spend time at camp doing all the great outdoor activities that Camp Mattatuck 

has to offer.. 

 

 The Water Carnival . . . On Friday morning (during weeks 1,2,3,4,5) and Saturday 

afternoon (during week 6), there will be a camp wide Water Carnival. It will be run with unit 

participation with individual recognition for awards. 

 

Other events and activities are also taking place during this time such as people in the PROJECT 

COPE program are on the high course, Archery is offering the JOAD (Junior Olympic Archery 

Development) program from 9-12 and the Whitewater merit badge scouts are on their morning 

long trip down the Farmington River. Adults are needed to transport scouts to and from the river. 

Let us know if you can help. Because of all these activities, Scoutmasters will want to pay 

attention to their available people-power. 

 

 Court of Honor . . . Saturday morning, directly after breakfast is the camp Court of 

Honor. This event is where camp and departmental awards, as well as any unit awards are given 

out.  Itôs also a great place to tell your parents to meet you to pick-up their scouts.  Pick-up time 

should be planned for 9:15am. 

 

http://www.olc.scouting.org/
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First Year Camper Opportunities  . . . Camp has set 

aside Monday through Thursday mornings for units to 

design a program tailored for their unit.  Scouts who have 

just joined Boy Scouts have special needs; basic skills 

which will allow them to succeed come the fall.  Since you 

know the strengths of your scouts and troop best, our 

Scoutcraft, Nature and Waterfront departments offer a 

number of programs to help units in teaching scouts these 

basic skills.   

We suggest the unit 

look over the various 

programs listed on the 

Program Resource, page 18, 

and design a program 

usefully to your scouts.  Our 

staff would be happy to talk 

to you about any ideas you 

have which are not listed.   

 

Also remember that while the newer scouts are learning a basic skill, the older more 

experienced scouts could be learning an advanced one.  The staff does not sign off any rank 

requirements, we only teach the skills. When scouts are confident in their ability they go to their 

Troop leadership to demonstrate the skill and get it signed off.  Of course any Troop Guide, 

Troop Instructor or Assistant Scoutmaster who would like to help would be greatly appreciated.  

 

 The Nature Center . . . The Nature Center is open all day for scouts and units to visit at 

their leisure.  Our staff works hard at setting up displays and activities that get the scouts really 

involved with nature and conservation.  Activities such as nature hikes, slime walks, trees and 

shrubs, edible plants, deep woods hike, snare demonstrations and Leave No Trace are available.  

The Nature Trail is open year round. Go to the Nature Center mailbox to get a guide map. See 

our Nature Staff if you donôt see what you want or if you donôt know what you see.  Weôll do 

everything we can to make it happen for you. 

  


